MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

opinion, together with the opinion of al-Ka(bi in his expla-
nations of the name of Islam, is refuted by the saying of
the 'Isawiah among the Jews of Ispahan. For verily they
accept the prophetic character of our prophet Muhammad,
and the truth of all his teachings. But they claim that he
was sent to the Arabs, not to the Banu Israel. They say
also that Muhammad is the prophet of Allah. Nevertheless,
they are not numbered among the sects of Islam. And some
of the Sharikaniyah2 among the Jews relate concerning
their leader known as Sharikan that he said: u Indeed
Muhammad was a prophet of Allah to the Arabs, and to
the rest of mankind, with the exception of the Jews." And
also that he said: " The Koran, is true and the Adhan [the
announcement of prayer], the Ikamah, the performance of
the five prayers, the fast of Ramadan, and the pilgrimage
of the Ka'bah, all these are truths, but they are prescribed
for the Moslems, not for the Jews." Often some of the
Sharikaniyah have kept some of these observances. They
have professed the two parts of the creed: " There is no
God but Allah, and Muhammad is the prophet of Allah."
They have also asserted, that his religion is true. Yet, in
spite of this, they are not of the Ummat al-Islam, because
of their profession that the law of Islam has no binding
force upon them. And as regards the saying of one who
uses the expression Ummat ul-Islam as a term to be applied
to all who see the necessity of turning in. prayer to the
Ka'bah situated in Mecca, it must be remembered that some
of the legalists of al-Hijaz have favored this view, but the
theoretical reasoners (ashab al-rafi) rejected it, according
to what Abu Hanifah reports, to the effect that he who be-
lieves in turning to the Ka'bah in prayer, even if he is in
doubt as to its location, is in the right. But the traditional-

1 Poznanski in Revue des Etudes Juives, LX: 311.
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